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WESSEX BRANCH WFA ~ BATTLEFIELD TOUR ~ ñAUBERS to ALBERT & 

SOMME POINTSò FRIDAY 11
th 

~ MONDAY 14
th

 SEPTEMBER 2015 

On a lovely, but chilly morning we departed from 

Pimperne on a Mainline Coach at 0600 hours and drove 

towards Salisbury to pick up four members who joined the 

tour from there. During the journey we were introduced to 

our driver Brian and Anne from Mainline who liaises with 

our Secretary, Judy about our travel arrangements. Moving 

on from Salisbury we made a thirty minute break at Fleet 

Services on the M3 where the last two members were 

waiting to join the tour. 

Before leaving Fleet Services Brian gave us a safety briefing and Martin, our chairman 

outlined the programme for the day. Motoring on along the M3 and via the M25, M26, and 

M20 we were able to watch a CD about the First World War on the coach entertainment 

system. A brief ócomfortô stop was made at Maidstone Services on the M20 before continuing 

on to the Dover Ferry Terminal, arriving there at 1115 hours. Forty-five minutes later we 

boarded the P&O Ferry óSpirit of Britainô and our watches were advanced one hour. We 

arrived at Calais after a calm channel crossing, disembarking at 1440 hours, and via the A26 

travelled in the direction of St Omer-Bethune-Cuinchy, over the La Basseé canal to make our 

first stop in France at Brownôs Road Military Cemetery, Festubert. Designed by Charles 

Holden, the first burials were made in October 1914 and continued at intervals until 

November 1917. After the Armistice the cemetery was enlarged and now contains 1,071 

burials, 407 of which are unidentified. Two of our members paid a special tribute at one of the 

graves in remembrance of a relative who died during the war. 

From Brownôs Road Military Cemetery we moved on to the Le Touret Memorial and Military 

Cemetery at Richebourge-LôAvoue. In the colonnaded archway Rod Arnold our Vice-

Chairman gave a talk about the deployment and engagements of the BEF in French Flanders 

in 1914-15. This was followed by another talk by Steve Matthews about his great-uncle 

whose name is inscribed on the memorial and fought in the surrounding area. Unveiled in 

March 1930 the Le Touret Memorial commemorates the names of over 13,400 casualties who 

have no known grave and died between October 1914 and September 1915. Casualties of the 

Indian Corps and Canadian units who fought in this sector between the foregoing dates have 

their names inscribed on the Neuve Chapelle and Vimy Memorials. Those who died in the 


